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MISSOULA--
THOMAS COLLINS TO BE ACCORDION SOLOIST 
WEDNESDAY AT MISSOULA CITY BAND CONCERT 
7-31-75 
local + cs + 
Thomas J. Collins, a former professional musician who is director of the University 
of Montana Foundation and of UM public services, will play several works as accordion 
soloist at the Missoula City Band Concert at 8:15p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 6, at Bonner Park. 
Collins, who was involved in real estate and insurance activities in Missoula prior 
to coming to UM in 1964, will play "Bridal Rose Overture," "Under the Double Eagle" and 
"Clarinet Polka" at Wednesday's free public concert. 
Shortly after graduation from high school and before entering college, Collins, who 
learns quickly to play musical selections by ear, worked the nightclub circuit throughout 
the southeast for the Southern Theatrical Agency. He finished that tour with a season at 
the British Colonial Hotel in Nassau, Bahamas. 
Early in his musical career, Collins, who has been playing the accordion since he 
was 12, was featured soloist for several years on the Kellogg Show, which was broadcast 
throughout the midwest. He also performed on shows for Fred Allen; Olsen and Johnson, 
and the Studebaker Hour. While at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, he 
traveled with the Mask and Wig Show as concert accordionist. 
Before coming to Montana in 1949, Collins played show dates and concerts largely in 
the east and midwest. He also has performed extensively throughout New Zealand and 
Australia. Collins was featured in Las Vegas, Nev., at the grand opening of Alexanders 
Supper Club in April 1975. 
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Collins, a native of Piqua, Ohio, served on the Missoula City-County Planning Board 
from 1958-60 and he was director of the Montana State Planning Board from 1961-64. He 
was president of the Montana Tournament of Roses Association in 1966 and is a board member 
of the Missoula-Mineral Counties Human Resources Committee and the First State Bank. 
Ohio State University, Columbus, awarded Collins a bachelor's degree in accounting 
in 1947. He also has attended the Wharton School of Business in Philadelphia and the U.S. 
Naval Reserve Midshipman School at the University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind. 
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